[Effects of local vibration exposure on whole blood viscosity in rats].
To investigate the relationship between vibration hazards and blood viscosity, vibration exposure experiments were conducted. The rat's hind limbs were continuously exposed to local vibration (60 Hz, 5 G) for 4 h. The exposed group showed a slightly lower blood viscosity and plasma fibrinogen in the blood obtained immediately after exposure when compared with the control group. However, in the blood obtained 18 h after exposure, there was no significant difference in the levels of whole blood viscosity and plasma fibrinogen between the exposed group and the control group. Hematocrit was not affected by this exposure. These results indicate that the decrease in the levels of whole blood viscosity induced by local vibration exposure is transient and that some relationship exists between changes of whole blood viscosity and those of plasma fibrinogen.